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" PLANNING APPLICATION CONSULTATION

Application Ref:  DCA224/06/HEN pate: 15 February 2007

From; - Michael Leary, Senior Landscaps -FPhore: 324273
' Officar, Civic Offices, Cleethorpes Fax:’ 324216

Ta: Terry Thurogood, Development Control, Cleethorpes Town Hall
Application Site: Ladysmith Road (former Birds Eye site), Grimsby

Proposal: Redewlupmant of the former Birds Eye faciory site mtn a
. residential development for 177 rhixed dwellings

Public Open Spacs. .
The Council's Green Space Strategy, in defmmg pmvrsmn of public green space

within the Borough, uses 0.2 hectares as a minimum size for measurable locai
amenity spaces. Whilst this site is within walking dlstance of the Clee Figlds pitchasg,
- which provide scope for informal and formal ball games, the size of the proposed

development is such that a local amenity space is preferrsed within the site itself. .

From my own estimates, the main open space area (including the play aresa) is

closer t0 0.15 ha, and | would like to sea this space being of at least the minimum

size of 0.2 hectares. | accapt that the linear space connecting the main open space
to Ladysmith Road may well take the overall provision fo the required size, but | do

not regard this space as usable ppen space: | would question the purpase and-

design of the linear space, as it has the potential to become abused, with little
overlooking from adjacent houses. The public open space has reasonable access
from Ladysmith Road from the north and south and | would question whether tha

linear sastwest link is necessary. | would also have resewatmns about the Imaar'

space being acceptable for adoption as open space.

The proposed avenue planting on the open space will be a significant feature but its
position might limit the use of tha grassed area for ball games, etc, It may be more
appropriate to move the easternmost row of trees towards the road boundary tn give
mare central cpen space.

| would llke to see separate footpaths, with little or no plant!ng, adcpted as hlghway
rather than as opgn space, as on-goihg maintenance programming would probably
be simpler. The Council is also generally reluctant to adopt small areas of planting

not included in adopted highway, such as those adjacent to the parking bays to the.

rear of plot 141 and in front of plots 30 to 43.

Adoption of open space by the Council will be subject to negotiated payment of a

commuted sum to cover the costs of annual maintenancs for a periad of five years
from the date that the Council is satisfied that all planfing has established. The
- commuted sum pericd is generally regarded as ten years if the developer wishas the
Council to adopt open space from the date of completion and take on the five-year

.




planning condition usually applicablé to new landscaping to ensure adesguate
establishment.

Play Area.
The Local Plan requires an aquipped play area fnr all davslopmants of mare than 50

dwellings. | would expect the play area on this development to be of LEAP standard,
defined by the NPFA. Dsetails of play éguipment wilf need to be submitted and
approved by Neighbourhood Services. Adoption by the Council will Involve the
negotiated payment of a commuted sum based on 1D years' full maintenance costs
dating from the date of adoption.

Stresiscens.

The demolition of the former factory will generally remove much of the high
development fram the araa and | therefore have reservaticns about the introductian
of the six-storey block of apartments on the corner of Ladysmith Road and Welholme
Road. The principle of mixing 2 and 3-storey dwellings is understandable and
acceptable to me, but the introduction of a single tall block may be & conflicting
zlement in the development, Whilst | see the value of a fandmark’ building, | think
this might be better achieved using a lower height but with, for example, feature
alevational treatment.

Planting. .
" MNotwithstanding my other comments about tress and open space, | have no

objaction fo the. species, sizes and densﬂms of plants on tha Landscape Proposals
plan.

M. J. Leary
‘Senior Landscape Officer - ' - L e




